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Chapter Directors’ Message   
Ralph A. Lambert 

Happy New Year Everyone! 2019 has been a very good year – yeah we have had some 
bumps and health challenges but mostly we have been having fun.. Our Chapter Christmas Party 
on the 14th was a big success. And to think we 
were worried about not having enough food…
LOL.. Every one brought plenty of delicious food 
and we had four turkeys and two hams with plenty of 
everything left over. The Foxwood Community 
Center location worked out perfectly and I want to 
thank Mary and Arnie Albrektsen for arranging for 
that facility. Pot Luck dinners are the best food but 
they are a lot of work. So, a Special Thanks to all 

who came 
early to help 
set-up and who stayed late to help clean-up. THANK 
YOU!! So many hands made light work of both parts. 
The Quilt Raffle sold over 1,000 tickets and the winner was 
our own Beverly McCarthy whom I understand is also a 
quilter. Congratulations to Beverly. Thanks also to Ralph 
and Mary Wilcox for offering to take pictures of everyone 
in front of the Christmas Tree. Denis will have more pic-
ture now than he can 

use.. lol… There is another article about the Christmas Party 
elsewhere in this newsletter so I will let it tell the rest of the 
story. 

The 2020 Year has lots to offer. We have the Chapter 
Conference, the Ocala 
Habitat for Humanity 

Strawberry Festival, the District 
Rally and a Chapter Cruise all in 

the first three months of the year. Not to mention all of our 
own calendar rides. So come on out and enjoy the milder 
weather, the fun events, and our company.. Cont. on pg 7 

<- This Joker 

Tossed this Gift > 

into the Mix,  
Just to see the  

fireworks 
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The Chapter Conference for 2020 
Submitted by Ralph Lambert 

The annual Chapter Conference is a working session that serves several purposes - besides the 
obvious excuse for us to all get together and clown around. Lol… We honor the folks who are taking 
on new jobs i.e. new officers and team members. We also, thank those who are departing various po-
sitions. The Florida District Directors (Bill and Cheryl Smith) are the MC’s and keep us on track and 
they do an excellent job! But, I have gotten ahead of myself. 

This year our chapter attendees consisted of eleven members 
including all of our officers and several other team members. We 
began arriving on Friday afternoon and by 5:00PM we were mak-
ing dinner plans. For Dinner Friday night we decided to eat in the 
Hilton Hotel Dining Room and the buffet was very good. In attend-
ance were: Marion Duncan, Rick Jenkins, Fred and Joanne Spoe-
ring, Mike and Sue Sadlon, Paul and Jane Davis, Rose and George 
Cobb and yours truly. After dinner we sat around and chatted for 
hours – one would think we never get a chance to talk. LOL… 

Saturday morning started with a buffet breakfast provided by 
the Hilton Hotel. I think Fred and I were first in line at the buffet. 
Lol.. After breakfast Bill started us off by introducing the District 

Team and then having each Chapter introduce their teams. This 
kinda breaks the ice and recognizes everyone who has taken of 
their time to come to the conference. After that we were off and 
running – we did a quick game of bingo, which Marion won – way 
to go Marion. After that we were into the meeting part of the 
morning. Much of the morning was information sharing regarding 
what is happening and what is planned for the coming year. Some 
details on what will be happening at the District Rally this March 
along with sign-up sheets for each chapter to volunteer to help out. 
The theme of the rally is the “Luck of The Irish” and we will be 
doing a Chapter skit as part of the Thursday Night Talent Show. 
There will be guided rides on Friday and Saturday in the morning. 
And I think I got roped into leading one of them. LOL.. And there 

will be a Main Entertainment Event/show on Saturday evening. Should be great fun as always. You 
really need to come to this rally. 

After lunch we had breakout session for: The “Couple of the Year” and The “Person of the Year” 
Competitions at the District level. There was a Membership Enhancement Session, a Treasurer’s Fo-
rum, and a Rider Ed/ Ride Coordinators Sessions and an excellent session on the Chapter Newsletter 
put on by the District Newsletter Editor - Carlos. I assigned folks to attend sessions relevant to their 
jobs within the chapter. No one objected to their assignments (well at least not directly to me – lol). 
All the sessions I attended were good and I think that was the general consensus. At 2;30 PM Rose 
and I headed for our scheduled appointment with Pat Van Legend Our Wonderful District Treasurer. 
Our papers were all in order – thanks to our own Wonderful Treasurer - Rose. Pat did answer several 
questions that we had about the best categories to use to enter some of the income and expenses and 
she offered some general good advice on operating the chapter treasury. Thanks to Pat and Rose for 
their hard work. 

After the breakout sessions we all re-convened as one group and Bill called the winners of the Gold 
Wing Ticket Raffle within a Raffle and Marion won again.  I think that is three  years         Cont on Pg 9  
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Our Ride Through Horse Country to Willards 
Submitted by Sophie Rabau 

Activity: Sunday, January 5, 2020 Chapter Group Ride to Willard’s Restaurant 
Attendees: Sixteen (16) Chapter Members attended riding in 2 cars and 9 bikes; 
Moe Arneja, Don & Martha Ford, Jim & Barb Funk, Dan Lindsey, Ralph Lambert, Steve & So-

phie Rabau & Lydia Camacho (AKA Mom), Ron John, Andy Katy, Mike & Sue Sadlon, and Jim & 
Dorothy Serio. 

Sunday January 5th was a clear sky, sunny and 
crisp day, it was ideal for riding. The picture perfect 
scenery, that our ride leader Ralph Lambert choose 
was dotted along the way with beautiful cattle and 
horse farms. We arrived at our destination, Willard’s 
Restaurant, which reminded me more of a local Bar & 
Grill/ Billiard Hall outpost of the cowboy era. We 
walked into the bar area, where two customers were 
enjoy some drinks. To the right of the bar some folks 
where playing at the billiard table. As we were escort-
ed to the back of the establishment to our seating area, 
we went through a second bar with a few customers 
seated at the booths. The area in which we sat, also had a Billiard table and an old Juke Box player. 
We all enjoyed chatting and catching up after the holidays. After twenty minutes passed, Mike Sad-
lon noticed no one had come to take our meal and drink order. Another group came in through a side 

door, we noticed there was an outside bar, did not think 
much of it and continued chatting along. Finally a waitress 
came over and took our order, and more lively conversation 
peruses. One of the members of the second group came 
through and told us he needed to go check on his horses. So 
curiosity ensued, and a few of us went out to see these hors-
es. Well, what a delightful view it was not only to see the 
horses but to look at all the fancy buggies that lined up in the 
back of the 
establishment 
(pictures near-
by). Many of 

us enjoyed seeing a team of mules, and a variety of 
horses hitched to the carriages. Now this is a site we do 
not see often! Now back inside the restaurant our 
group started to grow inpatient, possibly due to hunger 
and that we had now been waiting for over 1 ½ hours 
and only drinks had arrived to our table. Ralph went 
over to see what was going on with our orders. When 
we finally received our meals, almost two hours from 
our arrival, most of us were pleased with the food. 

Needless to say, no matter how good the meal, not 
an establishment we will be returning to any time in 
the future! It was still a great ride… 

Be Safe and Have Fun! 
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RUNNING WITH THE HORSES 
January 7th, 2020 

by Carol Lagace Hill 

What a beautiful ride to kick off another riding season.  I missed out on the New Year's Day ride 
but no way was I to miss out on a ride to Ormond Beach in hopes of seeing the Atlantic Ocean espe-
cially with a glorious sunny day planned and a refreshing 
cool start to the day.  Having glanced at DB Pickles online 
menu was another well sounded reason to ride.   

I headed out in my car to meet others at Lowe's prompt-
ly by 10am KSU with just enough time to greet Mike Sadlon, 
our ride leader, Dan Lindsey, our trusted tail gunner and 
Andy Katz.  I met two new couples, Ken and Gretchen Die-
drick and Ed and Carol Horne.  We had a brief safety review 
and a discussion to reconsider our planned ride instead 
choosing a ride through North Marion County.  Several had 
not ridden through that area of Marion County and all agreed 

to proceed in that direction.  Having ridden that route be-
fore, I knew it was, of course a beautiful ride.  We picked 
up Tony Howe from his home on the way.  We had 4 bikes, 
3 trikes, 1 auto for a total of 9 FL1-FL2 members.  I served 
as Dan's tail gunner.  My objective was to not lose the 
group and stay tight in formation.  If I've learned anything 
from Jim Sexton, it was to stay tight with the group.   
Mike led us through FL 40, CR 35, NE 58th Ave, NE 93rd 
Rd, NE 36th Ave, FL 329, CR 329, FL 225A, NW 125th St 
Rd, NW 118St Rd, Rob-

erts Quarter Horse Farm, NW 125th St, NW 110th St, FL 326 
where we had a brief delay due to construction.  This unplanned 
stop provided Mike with plenty of  time for photo ops.  After a 55-

minute ride, we had a bathroom and clothing adjustment stop.  We 
traveled to the Horses in the Sun practice areas, through beautiful 
neighborhood homes and  grounds.  A little tidbit of information re-
garding Roberts Quarter Horse Farm, which spirals over nearly 
1250 square acres.  What a jewel to this area, second only the Lex-
ington, KY. 

We then headed back to Ocala for lunch at Ruby Tuesday for 
their $5 cheeseburger and fries special.  They were very accommo-
dating to our large group and well served by Molly, Z.  We thor-
oughly enjoyed good food, great conversation and a lovely ride 
through our piece of heaven in North Central Florida.   

Ride Safe and Ride Often,        Carol 
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Continued from page 3 

Our Gold Wing ticket sales are moving along nicely so please keep 
selling the tickets. “Marathon Man” – Harold Brown is setting all kinds of 
sales records. Go for it Harold!! Remember, Gold Wing Ticket sales pay 
for our Rider Education Program and much more. If you need more tick-
ets then please see Rose Cobb our Wonderful Treasurer. Also, be sure to 
congratulate her and George on being selected as our 2020 Couple of the 
Year. While we are on that subject – Congratulate Rick Jenkins for being 
awarded the Person of the Year for 2020. All are most deserving of those 
honors.. 

Now I would be remise if I did not mention that we had some losses 
this past year. GWRRA Members/Friends, and family members of Chap-
ter Members who are no longer with us. Our prayers and best wishes go 
out to all those that we have lost and to their families and friends. We 
have to mourn and then move on – those who have past would not want us remaining sad on 
their account.. Easier said than done for sure… 

As soon as you get a chance - checkout the January and February Calendars for all the fun 
events we have scheduled and come on out and join us! 

Take Care, Stay Healthy, Have Fun and Ride Safe!!! Happy New Year: 2020!! 

February Anniversaries 

 Jim & barb Funk    11th. Curt & Cathy Stuart    17th. 

February Birthdays 

Jim Sexton    1st. Kathie Hoelzer    1st. 
David Hutchison    3rd. Mary Wilcox    7th. 

Ralph Wilcox    8th. Joyce Brugman     9th. 

Sharon Stigall     13th. Vinny Napoleone    14th. 
Ginny Wiley     18th. Joe Nazario     22nd. 

Sandy Boone     23rd. 
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Marion County Local Food Bank 
 

We have revised our request…  
Instead of specific items 

Please bring whatever you find “On Sale” 

Seasonally related, where possible 
 

 

Our goal is to deliver to all of the Marion County food banks at least once a year.   
Donations will be collected at every Chapter Gathering.   

FL1-F2 2019 CHRISTMAS PARTY 
Submitted by Judy Brooks 

 

Well, here it is, almost Christmas and what a better way to celebrate this wonderful holiday season 
than getting together with your extended Gold Wing Family! That is exactly what we did on December 
14, 2019 at the Foxwood Farms Community thanks to residents, Mary & Arny Albrektsen for securing 
the use of their community club house for us! 

We had approximately 68 members & guest join in the festivities! Santa’s Elves (Mary & Ralph 
Wilcox) were there to take Christmas photographers of our members sitting by the beautifully decorated 
Christmas tree.  

Meanwhile, appetizers (meatballs; chips & dip; Samosa; shrimp; veggie platter; deviled eggs; fruit 
platter just to name a few) were available (and they were ALL delicious)! When all the pictures were tak-
en and appetizers enjoyed. Then it was time for the main course! The turkeys and hams were cooked just 
right. The side dishes included; mashed potatoes & gravy; stuffing; cranberry sauce; cabbage rolls; mac 
& cheese; sweet potatoes; carrot casserole; green bean casserole, lasagna; scalloped potatoes; rice & 
beans; baked corn, rolls & butter.  Next it was (my favorite time) desserts: brownies; pineapple upside 
down cake; cherry trifle; apple pie; cheese cake; and lemon cake to name a few! Now doesn’t that make 
you hungry!! 

The food was outstanding and thanks to all who took the time to share some of their wonderful 
(family secret) recipes.  

Award time was next: 
Marion Duncan –  Awarded the Lifetime Achievement Award 

2020 Couple of the Year (COY) – Rose & George Cobb 

2020 Person of the Year (POY) – Rick Jenkins 

Amy & Rick Jenkins – New Assistant Chapter Directors effective Jan 2020 

We also had the drawing for Cathy Stuart’s beautiful quilt and one of our own won it – congratula-
tions to Beverly McCarthy! 

Crazy Christmas Exchange: Oh boy, this went past my bedtime!!!  Favorite gifts to “steal” were: 
bottles of wine; alcohol; lottery tickets; movie tickets & the most popular gift was the Lenox dish with a 
REAL $50 bill attached!  Sue Lomax picked this gift and as you can imagine, she didn’t have it in her 
possession very long! That $50 dish certainly did make the rounds until the very last gift was chosen. The 
lucky winner of the Dish was Dave Hutchison who was fortunate enough to have drawn the #1 ticket be-
fore the game started which gave him the honor of choosing whatever gift he wanted at the end of the gift 
exchange! 

It was a fun evening and so good to get together will old friends and new!  
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 10” Black Patch Griffin design Blk  $12.00 

 10” Black Patch Griffin design Red  $12.00 

   4” Vest Patch Griffin design Blk     $5.00 

   4” Vest Patch Griffin design Blk     $5.00 

   Chapter Visitation Bars      $2.00 

   Golf Shirt (Orange or White) S/S 

 Small - X Large   $18.00 

 XX Large    $21.00 

 XXX Large    $24.00 

 

 Florida Patch    $4.50 

 Region “A” Patch - New Design  $3.50  
 USA Travel Map Patch   $4.00 

 Ride for Kids Flag (undated)  $5.00 

 Chapter Visitation Bar Hangers  $3.00 

 Tee Shirts (Orange or White)  S/S 

 Small - X Large   $8.00 

 XX Large    $12.00 

 XXX Large    $15.00 

2020 Florida GWRRA Events 

Feb 15th Lakeland "Fireballs" Auburndale, FL 

Mar 7th FL1-H (Daytona Beach) Kick Off Bike Week 
with breakfast 

Ormond Beach 

Mar 19-22 Florida Distric Gathering of the Wings Altamont Springs, FL 

May 25-Jun 5 Wingers & Waves 12 Day Alaska Cruise Alaska 

April 25th FL1-A (Tampa) Celebrate American Freedom San Antonio 

Jun 30th - July 4th Wing Ding 42 Springfield, MO 

Continued from Pg 3    in a row now -- Way to go!!  Next, was the 50:25:25 and Mike Sadlon won one 
of those drawings.  And yes – Mike jumped up on the chair – like he does at the Chapter Gatherings 
when he wins..  Congratulations to Mike and Marion for their good fortune.  We do “silly”  pretty well.. 

Saturday evening we decided to split up and go various places for dinner.  Five of us headed for 
Boston Market and had a very nice dinner for a very reasonable price..  Afterwards -Back at the hotel 
we chatted and watched the Titan’s beat the Ravens on the hotel lobby TV.  The Ravens did not bring 
their “A” game for sure..  One of the nice things about the conference is we get to socialize with other 
GWRRA members that we don’t get to see every week/month..  Mike and I had a long talk with Kenny 
Kellum CD for FL1-Y Gainesville. 

Sunday morning we did the buffet breakfast again and then Cheryl ran a session on using Group-
Works which was very helpful.  The only way you learn this software is to use it so each time we have 
one of these classes more people learn more about how to use it..  Mike was awarded his Certificate of 
Appreciations for being our Ride Coordinator and Bill awarded our chapter the Wanderer plaque which 
we had captured at Shrimps R Us on January 1st .  I announced the “Capture Opportunity” for the 
plaque which will be February 1st at 1PM at Bruster’s on SR 40 in Ocala.  Like we really need an ex-
cuse to go to Bruster’s for ice cream.  Lol…   

Closing ceremonies followed and then we all said our good byes and headed home.  A wonderful 
– fun conference completed..  The conference is open to all GWRRA members so just let me know if 
you would like to attend in the future.  We work but we have a great time too..   

Take Care and Ride Safe! 
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The First Ride of the Year 2020 
Submitted by Ralph Lambert 

 

On January 1st 2020 fifteen of us headed out for Welaka and “Shrimps R Us”.  This is a tradi-
tional District Ride to one of the best buffets around.  In addition, it is a terrific ride.  In attendance 
were: Andy Katz, Mike and Sue Sadlon, Denis and Sue Lomax, Marion Duncan, Paul and Jane Da-
vis, Allan and Jayne Van Tol, Bruce Dix, George and Rose Cobb, Dan Lindsey (sweeping) and yours 
truly (leading).  It was a little cool as we started our trip but it warmed up quickly and it turned out to 
be a beautiful day for a bike ride.  Our journey began from the Lowes on SR 40 which is one of our 
popular jumping off points.  From there we went across SR 40 (east) to CR 315 heading north – fol-
lowing CR 315 through Ft. McCoy.  Next, we turned onto CR 310 which is a very nice two wheeled 
riding road with some very nice sweeping curves.  From there we made the left onto SR 19 and head-
ed into Palatka.  In downtown Palatka we made the right turn onto SR 100 East which quickly merg-
es with US 17 just before crossing the St John’s River.  We stopped for a needed break at the Shell 
Station on US 17 at the intersection with CR 207.  From there we followed US 17 through Satsuma 
and into Welaka where we turned onto CR 309 with “Shrimps R Us” just a few more mile away.  
The day had become beautiful and our group was all together and riding in a near perfect formation. 

Upon our arrival at 11:30AM we were surprised to find so many folks already there.  No mat-
ter, there was plenty of room to park and we managed to find two tables to accommodate our group.  
I like to sit with other Chapter’s Members whenever I can – I get to chat with my own chapter all the 
time so it is a real treat to hang out with others and catch up on what they have been doing. 

Next, we got our arm bands and bought 50:50 tickets and in short order we were lining up for 
the buffet.  There were no disappointments to be sure.  Best shrimp around -- cooked several differ-
ent ways.  And let’s not forget the Hush Puppies (technically they are - corn fritters) – in my opinion 
– no one makes them better than “Shrimps R Us.”  After we had stuffed our faces Bill Smith the FL 
District Director began calling numbers for the numerous door prize giveaways which were $100 
prizes.  Geno Jette our ADD began calling the 50:50 ticket numbers - which actually was a 100% 
giveaway.  We do the same 100% give away at our Christmas Party 50:50.  People sure do like to 
win things – especially money - lol.  Hey – it is all part of the fun!!  A bit earlier – Ed Carr had an-
nounced that the Wanderer was available for capture.  So, we entered the drawing to capture the 
Wanderer – with 15 people and 75 miles covered we got several tickets in the drawing.  And – you 
guessed it – we won..  As of this writing we do not have the Wanderer in our possession yet – but 
that detail will get worked out shortly. 

After all the prizes had been awarded and desserts eaten - Bill thanked all the folks for coming 
and we all thanked the restaurant staff for providing such a nice event for us and on a day when they 
are otherwise closed/off from work.. 

So we said our goodbyes and headed back home!  Great ride home as well.  By that time the 
temperature was in the 70’s so we were very comfortable riding back home…  You need to come to 
these events – the food, the company and the riding doesn’t get any better than this!!   

Happy New Year Everyone and Ride Safe!! 
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Carnival Legend 
Your Fun Vacation Includes: 

 

 8 Fabulous meals every day 

 24-Hour Complimentary Room Service 

 Lavish Entertainment     

 Spacious Accommodations  

 Las Vegas Style Casinos 

 Full Service Health Club and Spa 

 Award Winning Camp Carnival 

 Our Pampering Fun Ship Service 

 And Non-Stop Exciting Activities…. 
 

 

Date  Day Port                                                        Arrive       Depart  

02/02/2020 SUN TAMPA, FL                                          4:00 PM 

02/03/2020 MON FUN DAY AT SEA 

02/04/2020 TUE COZUMEL, MEXICO                          8:00 AM      5:00 PM 

02/05/2020 WED COSTA MAYA, MEXICO                   8:00 AM      5:00 PM 

02/06/2020 THU MAHOGANY BAY                              8:00 AM      3:00 PM 

02/07/2020 FRI GRAND CAYMAN                              10:00 AM     6:00 PM 

02/08/2020 SAT FUN DAY AT SEA 

02/09/2020 SUN TAMPA, FL                                           8:00 AM 

 

 
 

 Please contact: 

Michelle Hill 
PERSONAL VACATION PLANNER 

(800) 819-3902, extension 85111 

Mhill@carnival.com 

Carnival Cruise Lines 
Be Sure to Tell Michelle That You Are With the Ocala Gold Wing 

Group 
Or call your travel agent 
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Chapter FL1-F2 
Denis D Lomax  
5660 SW 89th Place 
Ocala,   FL    34476 
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