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Chapter Directors’ Message   
Ralph A. Lambert 

I want to start by wishing everyone a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! If you cele-
brate other special occasions during this time of the year then Happy Holidays to you as well 
(whatever the occasions might be). Christmas was always the most special Holiday of the year at 
our house. As kids it was about Santa and the presents but as I grew up the Christmas holiday re-
mained special but for different reasons. It was the time of the year when we all got together – 
family and friends and there were lots of parties to go too and lots of socializing – and just a lot of 
FUN!! See - it has always been about the FUN!! Even the strictest office policies were relaxed as 
the Christmas Office Party Time approached. Even now as a retired person -- I go back home to 
Maryland for two weeks at Christmas to visit with family and old friends and to have FUN. I am 
having lunch or dinner with someone special (family member, friend, or former work colleague) 
every single day that I am there. I am really looking foreword to it too… (I will be back in time 
for Shrimps R Us) - LOL.. I hope your holiday plans are a ton of FUN too!! 

I want to thank all of the Chapter Members for their extremely generous Food Bank Dona-
tions. Dan and Mike spent twenty minutes just loading the car with all the donations. Outstanding 
generosity on the part of our WONDERFUL CHAPTER MEMBERS - THANK YOU!! And the 
needy thank you too.. 

Cathy’s Beautiful Handmade Quilt will be raffled off tonight. The winning moment is almost 
here. It seems like we have been holding up this quilt for all to see and offering tickets in ex-
change for a donation for months now. Actually, it has been months. LOL… Well, someone will 
win this beautiful quilt tonight!! We also want to Thank Cathy Stuart for all her hard work in mak-
ing the quilt and in leading the charge to sell the tickets. Thank You – Cathy! 

While I am thanking people – let me thank Harold Brown for his over the top efforts to sell 
Gold Wing Tickets. Every time I quote a number - Harold corrects me and tells me how many 
more tickets he has sold. At this point, he has sold over 2,000 Gold Wing Tickets - YUP that is all 
by himself. Way to go Harold!! Remember, Gold Wing Ticket sales pay for our Rider Education 
Program and more – so please see Rose if you need more tickets to sell. At this point, as a chapter, 
we have sold over 4,000 tickets – That is 1,000 more than last year and we are not done yet!! 
Thank you everyone and keep up the great work. 

Well, The Christmas Party is finally here (tonight) and it promises to be a blast. Thank you 
again to all the contributors of the delicious food and all the tireless hands that set-up for this won-
derful event. We may not be youngsters anymore but we can still throw one heck of a PARTY!! 

Checkout the December and January Calendars for all the fun events we have scheduled and 
come on out and join us! Take Care, Have Fun, Ride Safe and Happy Holidays!! 
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If I only knew how to sing I would break out in happy song but…… that’s not 
going to happen, sorry.  I don’t want to hurt anyone’s ears.   So, I’ll just wish you all a 
very Merry Christmas and a very, very Happy New Year!  I trust you will have a safe, 
joyous and blessed holiday season! 

On Thursday, December 5th there were a group of folks that came together from 
the Ft Myers and surrounding chapters, that worked together to clean off the range 
and helped Denis Turcotte and me paint it for the TRC class as well as an ARC class.  

We now have it ready to accommodate ARC classes.  I am in the process of get-
ting another ARC Instructor to assist Ray Vega to conduct the ARC classes there.  As 
soon as we get a date set for the class it will be posted on the district website as well 
as notifying each chapter in the area.  Please be patient.  It is coming. 

Pam and I had a surprise visit from our grandson this past week.  He is home on 
leave from the Navy for 14 days.  Not only a surprise for us but he didn’t tell his 
mother and we dropped him off at her front door.  I thought she was going to kill me.  
LOL  She knew nothing at all about him coming for Christmas. SURPRISE!! 

Pam and I do a charity thing every year at this time, we ring the bells for the Sal-
vation Army.  It’s just the thing we do.  While doing it we see some sights as you can 
well imagine. Some of the worst are the traffic issues.  People are not paying attention 
to their driving.  There are so many distractions right now due to all the different 
Christmas displays, peoples costumes, parades, etc.  It is a dangerous time to be out 
on the roads.  Especially for motorcycles!  If you are out on your great steed please be 
extra diligent.  Be ever alert!  Put your head on a swivel like you never have ever be-
fore.  Spin it 360.  They are not looking out for you so look out for them!   

If you want to go out and look at the beautiful Christmas lights please relax and 
take your four wheeler.  Pick a designated driver and switch off so all can see and all 
are safe.  Common sense is the rule.  Most of all, be safe and enjoy! 

And something that may be furthest from your mind are those raffle tickets but, 
hey, they could be good stocking stuffers!  Might make a gift to mail to friends?  
Okay, I’m just trying to help.  Yes, I do have a few thousand left to get out before the 
rally.  So, if your chapter needs some please let me know and I’ll get them to you. 

Ride Safe, Ride Aware,   Rick & Pam Northrop  Senior District Educators  

Rider Ed’s Message  
Rick & Pam Northrop  Senior District Educators 
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Ride to Homosassa: Marguerita Grille 

by: Gretchen Diedrich 

Sunday November 23rd started out a little chilly (in the 
40’s) but soon warmed up as “Goldwing” riders made their 
way to the Shell station on Rt 200 to gather with others headed to 
our lunch destination. One by one, then two by two, riders ar-
rived and were greeted by Ralph, our chapter director, Sue 
Sadlon handing out participation tickets and Mike Sadlon tak-
ing photos to capture the moments. At 10:30am sharp, tanks 
full and kick stands up, we lined up and with Fred Spoering, 

our ride leader, off we 
went – 8 bikes, 2 cars and 14 people. 
The route was pretty simple but the scenery was beautiful-- 
shady countryside, rambling horse pastures with gorgeous homes 
and best of all, some curvy roads with minimal traffic. It took 
about an hour and half to arrive at our 
destination in Homosassa at the Mar-
guerita Grille. We were greeted by the 
very friendly owner Tom and Leonora 

our waitress. The menu has a variety of seafood, beef, chicken and Mexi-
can food, and everything was awesome. 

We were told this restaurant was destroyed by fire a few years ago 
and with the remains of some very long boards they assembled on a wall, 

they painted an American Flag on the 
boards. They urged all military customers 
to sign the wall, which most of our men took part in. 
Moe Arneja was the lucky winner of a “Dinner for 2” given 
away by Tom the owner. Tom is also a comedian and practical joker, 
so beware of handing him any money 
if he should ask. 
The return ride was also led by Fred 
and was without incident. Other riders 
that attended were: Don & Martha 

Ford, Ken & Gretchen Diedrich, Ron John, Jim & Dorothy Serio, 
Bruce Dix and Andy & Katy. 

Another great ride with friends and our favorite “GoldWing”. 
“Ride Often – Ride Safe”  Submitted by: Gretchen Diedrich 
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Freezing at The Freezer; November 17, 2019 

By Sue Lomax 

It was a cold, grey, wet & windy day but, the 7 of us were 
determined to eat at The Freezer in Homosassa. The leader of the 
“pack” was Denis & Sue Lomax in their 4-wheeler followed by 
Bruce Dix on his trike, Mike & Sue Sadlon on their 2-wheeler, 
Andy Katz in his 4-wheeler & Ralph Lambert our tail gunner in 
his 4-wheeler.  

As usual Mike & Sue were snug & warm from their finger-
tips all the way down to their buns. Not only did they have their 

electrical body gear on, they also 
sat on an electric seat warmer that came with their bike.  
 Due to the crappy weather the line was short to get into the 
Freezer & we were able to get a table inside, WOW!  Another 
surprise, we did not have to stand in line to place our orders & we 
also had a waitress.       
 The favorites at the table were chicken wings, New Eng-
land clam chowder & shrimp.  
 I don’t know if you are 

aware that Sunday is the only day chicken wings are on the 
menu. It is also the ONLY day Denis will take me to the 
Freezer.   

Denis placed his order for 40 wings in addition to our 
normal favorites; garlic shrimp, clam chowder & garlic mus-
sels. Unfortunately, the wings were over cooked & dried out. 
Our waitress Stacy was very apologetic & placed a rush order 
for another 40 wings. I guess you can’t ask for anything better 
(free would have been better she never mentioned “free” or 
“on the house”. If she did, she would have gotten a much big-

ger tip & we might have overlooked the leaky ceiling.  
 Yeah! Would you believe raindrops kept falling on 
their head (well maybe not on their head)? Both Bruce & 
Denis kept dodging the large drops trying to keep the rain out 
of their food. Denis was a little concerned that his chowder 
was getting thinner.  
 As we got up to leave not one of us mentioned the 
leaky ceiling to the new customers taking our table? Oh well, 
I guess we all forgot! 
 We missed you, hopefully we’ll see you the next time 

we go to The Freezer in Homosassa, Florida. 
Sue Lomax 

P.S. We also have seat warmers in our 4-wheeler, so….. I don’t have to put on electrical un-
derwear.  
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Lunch Ride to Margarita Breeze in Crystal River 
Submitted by Ralph Lambert 

 When we were working on the December Calendar about a 
month ago someone suggested Margarita Breeze in Crystal River as a 
“ride to” lunch destination.  I don’t remember who suggested it for 
sure but no matter we put it on the calendar with Mike as the Ride 
Leader.  So this morning, Saturday, December 7th , at 10AM we all 
starting arriving at the Shell Station on SR 200.  In attendance were: 
Mike and Sue Sadlon (leaders), Dan Lindsey, Bruce Dix (in shorts - 
lol), Dave Hutchison, Fred Spoering, and me (sweeper).  Seven of us 
– two bikes and four trikes.  

 Mike announced that he had never been to this restau-
rant, but he had entered it in the  GPS and the GPS seemed to 
have some idea where it was. Lol…   I had also looked it up 
on Google Maps and was pretty sure I knew where it was 
too…  We called to make sure they were open – always a 
good idea.  So, off we went on what had become a beautiful 

morning – cold when we got up, but it had warmed up considerably and was turning into a great morning 
for a ride.  We headed out and our route took us right to the restau-
rant – the GPS was spot on.  Once there we all decided that we had 
been here before, but it had been many years ago.  Now - Margari- ta 
Breeze is on the waterfront, specifically Kings Bay off of the Crys-
tal River.  We decided to sit outside since the temperature was now 
70 degrees.  What we didn’t figure on were the birds looking for a 
free meal.  Yup – you guessed it – they would steal your french 
fries right off your plate if they got a chance.  So, we had to watch out and guard our food. LOL… There 
was also an issue with the birds landing on the rafters over our heads.  I’ll let you figure this one out on 

your own. LOL…  This restaurant is a keeper…  BUT – I think we’ll 
sit inside next time.   
 While we were waiting to be served, we observed some dol-
phins swimming close to the dock and surfacing periodically.  Closer 
inspection revealed that they were group fishing.  YUP – several dol-
phins would circle a school of fish and chase them toward the center of 
the circle where other dolphins were waiting to snatch them up.  I think 
there were four or five dolphins involved in this very cleaver fishing 
expedition…  This was quite an interesting sight to watch.  Dolphins 

are smart critters for sure.  Our observing was interrupted by the arrival of our lunch.  So we hurried back 
to the table before the birds got our lunches.  Most of us got some kind of seafood dish – and everyone 
seemed to be pleased with their choices.  In short, the food was delicious.  We had our usual conversation 
during lunch – much of which centered-around the adventures that Bruce and Mike and Sue had on the 
Wingers-N-Waves Cruise this past week. Great tales of zip-lining and lots of laughs.  

 Since it was such a nice day, we decided to take a ride down the Ozello Trail, a very nice 9.5 miles 
(one way) of pleasantly curvy roads along the waterfront.  Mike led the way  - Great ride and great day all 
around… 

Take Care – Ride Safe and Have A Happy Holiday Season!! 
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The "We Almost Went To Cuba Cruise" 

Submitted by Mike Sadlon 

On November 30 – December 5, 2019, six chapter members (Mike & Sue Sadlon; Dan 
Schultz; Bruce Dix; Rick & Amy Jenkins and Amy’s mom, Peggy) set sail on the “Independence 
of the Sea” a 154,000 ton Mega ship caring over 4,500 passen-
gers. 

The Royal Caribbean International Cruise left from Fort 
Lauderdale, Florida to Labadee, Haiti to Falmouth, Jamaica and 
returning to Fort Lauderdale, Florida. This was a replacement 

cruise to replace the cruise 
originally planned to go to 
Cuba.   
The Wingers-N-Waves travel agency organized the cruise for 
the Florida District GWRRA.  Approximately 35 GWRRA 
FL members attended this replacement cruise. A special Con-
ference Room was utilized for distribution of name lanyards 
and information; daily areas for conversation and drinks be-
fore dinners;  a special group dining area and a special "WE 
ALMOST WENT TO CUBA PARTY" for mingling, danc-

ing, wearing your favorite island clothing. Door prizes and a special cake and drinks were provid-
ed. I think everyone won some thing (even Dan who said 
he never wins anything). 

The ship had all the activities of 
a 5 star resort to include water 
slides, wall climbing, trampo-
line, wave board riding and 
wave stand-up riding, ice skat-
ing, hot tubs, swimming, to 
name  a few !!!!!! 
The entertainment was Las Ve-
gas quality to include Musicals, Plays, Comedians, Variety Shows, Ice 
Skating Shows, and Jugglers. 
While in port numerous shore excursions were available. Sue & I went 
on a Labadee Traditions Excursion and the Ultimate Bamboo Rafting 
Experience others experienced the Zip Lining (MAKE SURE THE 

HARNESS IS CORRECTLY INSTALLED) ask Bruce! 
The food and service was OUTSTANDING. 
Please join FL1-F2 on our next cruise on the Carnival Legend February 2- 9, 2020 sailing 

from Tampa Florida. It will be a BLAST! 
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2020 Florida GWRRA Events 

1-Jan-20 Shrimp R Us Welaka, FL 

Jan 10-12th Chapter Conference Altamont Springs, FL 

Feb 15th Lakeland "Fireballs" Auburndale, FL 

Mar 19-22 Florida District Gathering of the Wings Altamont Springs, FL 

May 25-Jun 5 Wingers & Waves 12 Day Alaska Cruise Alaska 

January Anniversaries 

Dennis & Joyce  Brugman   8th.  Al & Judy Brooks   22nd.  

Al & Alana Forte    24th.  Jake & Marge Saredy   28th.  

January Birthdays 

Mary Albrektsen   1st.  Donna Shull   3rd.  

Chuck Ramsey   6th.  Curt Stuart   7th.  

Randy Baker    7th.  Don Ford    24th.  

Colleen Stringer   25th.  Chris Johns   27th.  

Marie Ramsey   28th.  Jake Saredy   29th.  
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Just One Sweet Reason 

You Might Want to Checkout 

F-2 Kicktires 
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Marion County Local Food Bank 
 

We have revised our request…  
Instead of specific items 

Please bring whatever you find “On Sale” 

Seasonally related, where possible 
 

 

Our goal is to deliver to all of the Marion County food banks at least once a year.   
Donations will be collected at every Chapter Gathering.   

You can also give your donations to Diane Farkas or Alana Forte. 
 

Please check that donated items do not have expired dates. 

 

Here at Snow's Country Market and Charlie's Produce 
we are bringing you the freshest fruits and vegetables 
daily, such as Amish Canned Goods, Smokey Mountain 
Canned Goods, Nostalgic Candy and Sodas...Sticky 
Buns and Pies and other goodies at a great price. You 
have to come see for yourself, come by today!  
 

We are Proud to support the Horse Country Cruisers, 
GWRRA FL1-F2. Ride safe & have fun! 
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