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To All Our Members: 

Coronavirus,  

Is Nothing for Us to Play with! 

Please 
Use All Available Methods 

 To Protect Yourselves. 

DDL 

We want to see all of you at our next gathering! 
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Chapter Director’s Message 
Ralph A. Lambert 

WOW – How things have changed in a month – Unbelievable!!  Last month’s CD Mes-

sage was filled with activities – now everything is on hold, postponed or cancelled.  The May 

calendar is included in this newsletter but all events are on-hold until State and Local Officials 

give up the go ahead to begin group activities once more. 

First and foremost – everyone needs to take precautions to Stay Healthy.  Wash hands – 

stay away from others etc..  You know the drill by now. 

We are still doing a few things however: 

The Chapter Banner is being updated.  If you recall what we have been using still has the 

Region displayed on it – plus we have been using it for many years so an update is in order.  

Rose is leading the charge on the new banner – so if you have ideas and wish to help then please 

get in touch with her.  I am certain that Rose would love to hear any ideas and would welcome 

any help.  Something to do if you are at loose ends. LOL 

We are also updating the Chapter Phone Directory.  Lots of changes and lots of new peo-

ple in the directory.  Welcome all!!  This is a document that we will distribute as soon as we can 

do such things again - LOL..  It goes only to participating Chapter Members and it is pretty 

handy.  It makes it very easy to contact any other Chapter Member by phone, email or snail mail.  

I will let you know as soon as it is available.. 

In June (tentatively) the District is planning on having some kind of gathering to handle 

the awards/closing ceremonies that we were not able to do because the virus cancelled the Rally.  

Stay tuned for more details on this event.  Our wonderful ADD’s Geno and Kathie Jette will 

keep us updated as soon as the decisions are made about this event.  Do try to make this event 

when it happens – we have COY and POY entries competing at the District level and we sold 

7010 Gold Wing Tickets – so you won’t want to miss the awards. 

On March 24th our beloved Jim Funk passed away.  Jim had been ill for some time so his 

passing was not unexpected – not that that helps any.  Jim was a dear friend and a delightful 

character in a chapter full of characters.  We did give him grief about his Harley. LOL.. There is 

an article later in this newsletter about Jim so I won’t say more other than to say, “Jim - we will 

miss you!!”  Barb insists that she is doing fine but keep her in your prayers anyway. 

In May/June we hope to begin transitioning the newsletter editor’s job from Denis Lomax 

to Amy Jenkins.  Denis and Amy are already working together toward this transition.  Also, 

coming is a change in the Webmaster; Steve and Sophie Rabau will be taking over the webmas-

ter’s job – exact date is still to be determined.  THANKS TO ALL OF YOU FOR MAKING 

THIS HAPPEN!!  We need to thank Denis for his tremendous efforts over many years to make 

the website and the newsletter a success..  THANK YOU DENIS!!  Please thank Denis when 

you see him..   Everyone - Take Care and Stay Healthy!!! 
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Florida District Educator               April 2020 Newsletter Article 
 

Distracted Drivers 
 
  The legendary Hurt Report (1981) listed the primary causes of motorcycle 
crashes.  The present-day MSF Courses still use the Hurt Report findings to 
develop the riding curriculum used in their classes today.  In 1981 there were 
less than 5% of motorcycle being rear ended.  It seems funny that back then 
most motorcycle had only one small tail light but getting hit from behind was 
not a major issue.  Today most motorcycles are lit up like a Christmas Tree but 
are getting rear ended more often.  A recent study by the Virginia Tech Trans-

portation Institute with the Motorcycle Safety Foundation shows there has been an increase to 7% 
for motorcycles being struck from behind.  We all know the reason for the increase in rear end col-
lisions, motorcycle or cars, and that is the use of cell phones.   

     Florida recently passed a law that makes texting while driving a primary offense. Which 
means an Officer can stop you if he sees you using your cell phone.  However, the way the law is 
worded there are loop holes in it.  Most Police Officers are not enforcing the new law.  It was a 
"feel good" law without any teeth, so don't relax your guard at all thinking the new law is helping 
your safety.   

     When you are coming to a stop look behind you to make sure the car behind you is also 
slowing down to stop.  Leave plenty of space between you and the car you are stopping behind.  
Position yourself offset left or offset right so you have enough room to escape to either side of the 
care in front of you should you notice that the car approaching you from behind is not stop-
ping.  Don't be in a hurry to pop your bike into neutral as you normally would at a long red light 
waiting for the light to turn green.  If the car behind you does stop don't relax yet.  Wait until at 
least one more car stops behind the car behind you, giving you an extra buffer should a third car 
strike the second car.  You’re not done relaxing yet.  When the light turns green quickly look be-
hind you to make sure the driver of the car isn't looking down at their phone.  I know firsthand of 
crashes where the driver who was texting at the red light, looks up just long enough to see the light 
had turned green and immediately put their foot on the gas, striking the stopped motorcycle in 
front of them.  

     Technology for cars is getting better with warning collision sensors that will automatically 
brake for the inattentive driver.  Don't rely on that technology just yet.  It will take many years be-
fore every car behind you has that type of system.  Unfortunately, we must be more on guard to-
day than ever before for distracted drivers.   

     Ride safe,          Dominick & Diane 
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FLEMINGTON, FLORIDA 
Submitted by Judy Brooks 

 

Is this 6’  feet apart? 

 
Ron John, Sue Sadlon, Bruce Dix, Mike Sadlon, Ralph Lambert, Dave Hutchison, Bev & Steve McCarthy  

& “Uncle” Al Brooks 

 
On March 16, 2020 we had a good turnout for 
this Brown Bag Lunch Ride.  Mike & Sue Sad-
lon were our fearless ride leaders with Ralph 
Lambert our tail gunner. In between were Steve 
McCarthy on his blue Goldwing bike & Bev on 
her red trike; Dave Hutchison on his blue trike; 
Ron John on his blue Spyder;  Bruce Dix on his 
YELLOW Goldwing and “Uncle” Al & Judy 

Brooks in their little red Toyota Rav 
4! 

It was a beautiful day to get out and ride. Mike took us 
all through horse country and I think we weren’t sure if he was 
coming or going!!! But we end- ed up in Flemington Park not 
far from the Baptist Church (most of you know I’m direc-
tionally challenged & have to use land marks to give direc-
tions!!!) 

We all enjoyed our brown bag lunches and shared chips, 
chocolates and good fellowship!   After lunch some decided to ride on to 

Micanopy and maybe check out the ice 
cream.  The ice cream shop was carry-
out only – no inside seating. No problem 
– we took our ice cream outside.  This is 
a homemade ice cream place so it was 

really good.  Starting the diet tomorrow 
– LOL.  See what you missed … Hope 
you will join us again when we can con-
tinue our adventures! 
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Marion County Local Food Bank 

 

We have revised our request…  

Instead of specific items 

Please bring whatever you find “On Sale” 

Seasonally related, where possible 
 

 

Our goal is to deliver to all of the Marion County food banks at least once a year.   
Donations will be collected at every Chapter Gathering.   

You can also give your donations to Diane Farkas or Alana Forte. 
 

Please check that donated items do not have expired dates. 

May Anniversaries 

Julian & Ginny Willey   10th. Chuck & Marie Ramsey   20th. 

Roy & Carol Ostermann   22nd, Bob & Ann Lutton   24th. 

Jim & Dorothy Serio   25th. Craig & Cathy Goodwill    28th. 

May Birthdays 

Wayne Broadfield   3rd. Kathylee Johnson   3rd. 

Rose Cobb   4th. Mert Seamon   6th. 

George Carson   8th. John Stemple   13th. 

Jane Davis   14th. Richard Saltz   14th. 

Marie Napoleone   15th. Denis Lomax   17th. 

Larry Johnson   17th. Ken Diedrich   17th. 

Wanda Travis    23rd. Fred Spoering    23rd. 

Barb Funk   25th. Sue Sadlon   28th. 

Vicki Hutchison   29th. 
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REMEMBERING JAMES L. FUNK 

d.o.d. March 24, 2020 

 

Jim & Dawn Funk joined FL1-F2 in 2002 by the invitation of Jack Huddle (now deceased), after relocating to 

Marion County from Ohio where they had been active members in GWRRA and had served as Chapter Directors 

at one time. They were highly spirited and Dawn rode her own bike logging over 100,000 miles through 40 of the 48 

contiguous United States. 

At this time, I had completed my own stint as Chapter Director and was now serving on the National GWRRA 

staff as Director, Global Affairs. This assignment didn’t preclude my continuing to attend chapter meetings and 

Naida & I got to know Jim & Dawn rather well. Jim & I, both being retired Army guys, used to joke a lot, 

especially since he was in the artillery and I served with infantry units. Later, I gave Jim a small replica of an 

artillery piece that I had collected. Jim was also quite fond of our daughter Robbin who used to ride with us when 

she visited from California. 

Unfortunately, leukemia would claim Dawn in 2007, about 5 years after joining us. Jim asked me and Naida to 

conduct a Memorial Service in her honor, which we were happy to do, despite the fact I am NOT a cleric and am 

probably too profane to ever consider such a calling. 

Jim descended into a deep depression and several of us wondered, sometimes aloud, if we were going to lose him 

soon too. 

Then, at Kick Tire one Friday evening, Jim showed up with a gal named Barbara 

Fiato and we saw a familiar “gleam” back in Jim’s eyes. Barb continued coming to 

Kick Tire and participated in other chapter events and it was plain to see that Jim 

was back to his old self! It wasn’t long before they made it “official” and were 

married. This union continued to thrive for several years after and Jim’s spirits & 

health soared as this picture of him celebrating a birthday proves.     

 

Jim also looked quite “fit” as he joined with others to celebrate Frank Farkas’ 75th 

birthday.  

I attribute this directly to Barb who took such good care of him emotionally as well as 

physically. 

Then, Jim’s health began to turn as a series of heart related issues developed. He could no longer ride, but with 

Barb’s enduring help and support, he still participated in chapter events. There came, alas, a time when he no 

longer could actively participate with his presence and was limited to doing “communications.” With Barb as 

Chapter Secretary, we kept up with his status until the end. 

Naida joins me in saying “Farewell Jim, may God hold you in the palm of his hand.” We also offer a warm 

“salute” to Barb who loved Jim and toiled unflinchingly to make his life better. Thank you, Barb! 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

Frank & Naida Rasbury, Region A  

Couple of the year 1999  



Why Teachers Drink ! 

The following questions were set in last year's GED examination. 

These are genuine answers (from 16 year olds): 

Q. Name the four seasons  A. Salt, pepper, mustard and vinegar  

Q. How is dew formed  A. The sun shines down on the leaves and makes them perspire  

Q. What guarantees may a mortgage company insist on if you are buying a house?  

A. If you are buying a house they will insist that you are well endowed  

Q. In a democratic society, how important are elections  A. Very important. Sex can only happen when 

a male gets an election  

Q. What are steroids  A. Things for keeping carpets still on the stairs (Shoot yourself now , there is 

little hope)  

Q. What happens to your body as you age  A. When you get old, so do your bowels and you get 

intercontinental  

Q. What happens to a boy when he reaches puberty   A. He says goodbye to his boyhood and 

looks forward to his adultery (So true)  

Q. Name a major disease associated with cigarettes   A. Premature death  

Q. What is artificial insemination  A. When the farmer does it to the bull instead of the cow  

Q. How can you delay milk turning sour  A. Keep it in the cow (Simple, but brilliant)  

Q. How are the main 20 parts of the body categorised (e.g. The abdomen)   A. The body is 

consisted into 3 parts - the brainium, the borax and the abdominal cavity.  The brainium contains the 

brain, the borax contains the heart and lungs and the abdominal cavity contains the five bowels: 

A,E,I,O,U (wtf!)  

Q. What is the fibula?  A. A small lie  

Q. What does 'varicose' mean?  A. Nearby  

Q. What is the most common form of birth control  

A. Most people prevent contraception by wearing a condominium (That would work)  

Q. Give the meaning of the term 'Caesarean section'  A. The caesarean section is a district in Rome  

Q. What is a seizure?   A. A Roman Emperor. (Julius Seizure, I came, I saw, I had a fit)  

Q. What is a terminal illness   A. When you are sick at the airport. (Irrefutable)  

Q. What does the word 'benign' mean?  A. Benign is what you will be after you be eight (brilliant)  

Q. What is a turbine?   A. Something an Arab or Shreik wears on his head.  Once a Arab boy 

reaches puberty, he removes his diaper and wraps it around his head. (now we're getting somewhere) 
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